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Parental     Awareness     for     the     Welfare     of     Students 

The Associated Student Body has 

announced that this year’s 

homecoming theme is “First 

Responders.” Honoring our 

nation’s first responders, each 

class will design and construct a 

float, starting on Tuesday, October 

14th from 3-9 pm. Float 

construction will end at 9 pm 

everyday except for Wednesday 

and Friday. The homecoming 

week will consist of a Powder 

Puff game, a homecoming dance, 

and the annual homecoming 

parade on Hughson Avenue.  

Throughout the week, the students 

are encouraged to dress up with 

the following themes:  

 Monday: USA 

 Tuesday: Dynamic Duo 

 Wednesday: Float Day 

 Thursday: Squad Day (Spirit) 

The 2014 Homecoming schedule 

is as follows:   

 Monday, Oct. 13th-All float 

trailers must be brought to the 

bus sheds in between 3-4 

 Tuesday, Oct. 14th-Float 

building 3-9 

 Wednesday, Oct. 15th-Float 

building 3-6, Powder Puff 

game 6:30 

 Thursday, Oct. 16th-Float 

building 3-9,Homecoming 

Kick-Off Dance 9-11 in the 

Quad 

 Friday, Oct. 17th-Float 

building 8-10 am 

                -Float Judging 11:00 

                -Parade 2:00 

Come out and participate in all of 

the homecoming week activities! 

“First Responders” 

Homecoming 2014 

HHS Drama  

Presents “Joseph and the Amazing  

Technicolor Dream Coat” and  

Selections from Frozen 

 

“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat,” a smash hit on 

Broadway, and selections from Frozen promise to be a memorable 

performance by Hughson High drama and choir. Written and composed 

by Andrew Lloyd Webber (Phantom of the Opera) and Tim Rice (Little 

Mermaid, Lion King), “Joseph” is a family friendly production that 

deals with issues that happen frequently in a family: being hurt or 

offended by a brother or sister, husband or wife, and learning to 

forgive. Joseph is played by Mark Hanson.  The narrators are played 

by Juliana Aguiar, Kathryn Merriam, Brooklyn Boice, and Mary Lee.   

 

“Our students do a remarkable job with this play.  Most are beginning 

actors, and so for many this is a huge risk being in front of an 

audience, dancing and singing,” says Mr. Thompson who teaches drama 

at Hughson High School.  

 

One of the questions that is frequently asked is why does Hughson 

drama almost always do a musical?  “A regular drama usually involves 1

-13 characters.  Our classes usually have 40 or more students in 

them.  A musical can have a cast of hundreds, thereby, giving every 

student that is in the class, a chance to be front and center on the 

stage, at one time or another.  We almost always double cast the 

show, so twice as many people get a chance to try a leading 

role.  However, Hughson High is not in the business of creating 

stars.  We are in the business of developing character.  We talk about 

it and work on it every day.  The characteristics we talk about are 

character traits that enable a student to succeed in any field they 

choose.  The Life of  Husky program is fully supported, and everything 

is directed toward helping students reach peak performance.” 

 

Performances will be held  on Saturday, October 11 .  There will be 

two performances.  One at 5:00 p.m. and the other at 7:00 

p.m.  Tickets can be obtained at the door for $10 a seat. The drama 

and choir classes invite everyone to come and join the fun, the fast 

pace action, and the music of this wonderful showcase of our 

student’s talent. 



What is Renaissance?  Renaissance is a reward and incentive program 

at Hughson High aimed at rewarding those students who achieve and 

maintain positive academic grades.   

What do we do? Renaissance offers rewards every grading period to 

approximately 350-400 students who achieve good grades.  We offer 

rewards such as T-shirts, Tri-Tip BBQs, double lunches, final exam 

exemption passes (at discretion of the teacher), cool prizes, trips to 

Funworks, carnivals, and much, much more!  

How can you help?  We need parent and community support in order to 

make Renaissance a continued success at Hughson High.  You can offer 

your support through a financial donation, you can become a parent 

volunteer, or you can donate goods and services that we might pass on 

to our students or sell as a fundraising item.  

*Please note: All donations are tax deductible and a donation receipt 

will be provided upon request. Donations may also be mailed to 

Hughson High School c/o Karalee Ruelas, 7419 E. Whitmore Ave., 

Hughson, CA 95326. Checks made payable to HHS. Contact Karalee 

Ruelas for donations or more information.  

Kattie Schmidig 
Subjects Taught: Floral 

Design, Plant Science, 

Animal Science, 

Landscape/OH 

  

Education History: 

Attended Escalon High 

School. Earned a BA at 

CSU Chico.  

  

Hobbies: Being outside, 

camping, baking/

cooking, traveling 

  

Why You Became a 

Teacher: To help 

brighten the future for 

students and enlighten 

them about agriculture.  

 

Renaissance will be selling a variety of spirit wear items on 
Friday, October 10th at the football game!  Sweatshirts are 
$35.00. T-shirts, jackets, sweatpants, and various accessories 
will also be available. Show your support for the Huskies and its 
Renaissance program by purchasing spirit wear at the football 
game.   

 

Donations for  

Renaissance 

School Site Council  
Members Selected 

At Back to School Night, 

Kourtney Avila, Melanie 

Chiesa, and Sherry 

Huskey were elected to 

serve on this year’s 

School Site Council. The 

first meeting was held on 

Wednesday, September 

17th. All subsequent 

meetings will convene on 

the third Tuesday of the 

month.  



Cookie Baking  

Project 

In November, our Life Skills 

classes will be starting the Cookie 

Baking Project. We bake 450 

dozens of cookies that are a part 

of the Community Christmas 

Baskets that go out to our families 

in this community who are less 

fortunate. 

Items needed include: 

 

Food handling gloves 

Hair nets 

Waxed paper 

Flour 

White Sugar 

Brown Sugar 

Oatmeal 

Peanut Butter 

Chocolate Chips 

*Please see Mrs. Moore for 

donations.  

Writing the UC  
Personal Statement Tips 

Start early. Allow time for reflection, thoughtful 

preparation and revision. 

Choose a topic for both essays. Look critically at the 

information in your application: your grades, awards, activities 
and work experience, family and income. Anticipate questions 
an admissions evaluator will have after reading your 
application. The personal statement is your opportunity to 
answer those questions. 

Compose your personal statement in a word-

processing program. Don't type it directly into the 

application. This way, you will have the opportunity to print 
copies for review. 

Write persuasively. Present your information and ideas in 

a focused, deliberate and meaningful manner. Provide 
specific, concrete examples to support your point. A personal 
statement that is simply a list of qualities or accomplishments 
usually is not persuasive. 

 Proofread. In addition to checking your spelling, be sure 

your grammar is correct and your essays flow smoothly. 

 Solicit feedback. Your personal statement should 

reflect your own ideas and be written by you alone, but 
others — family, teachers and friends — can offer valuable 
suggestions. Ask advice of whomever you like, but do not 
plagiarize from sources in print or online and do not use 
anyone's published words but your own. 

 
http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/
personal-statement/  

Come have some fun with the 

PALS Club! PALS Club will 

meet the 1st and 4th Friday of 

October immediately after 

school. On October 3rd, the 

club will have board games. 

For questions or more 

information, please contact 

Marla Woody.   

The 2014-15 homecoming 
queen candidates are: 
  

SENIORS 
Brooklyn Boice 
Nicole Damas 

Juniors 
Keona Estevam 
Alissa Spitulski 

 

 

Sophomores 
Ilina Gonzalez 
Molly Owen 
Freshmen 

Madison Dampier 
Paige Dieker 

The homecoming king     
candidates are:  

Seniors 
Lane Cobb 

Devondre Stendardo 
Juniors 

Mark Borges 
Walter Fountain 

 
 

2014-15 Homecoming Candidates  

PALS 



On Tuesday, 

October 21st at 

6:00, there will be a 

college and career 

information night in 

Reeder Hall for 

seniors and their parents. Topics for 

this informational meeting will 

cover important senior dates,  SAT/

ACT/ASVAB Testing, Financial 

Aid, College and Career Options, 

and senior checklists. Presentations 

will be available in both English 

and Spanish. For more information, 

please contact Mrs. Moring or Ms. 

Garcia.  

 Finalize your college 
choices. 

 Prepare early decision, 
early action, or rolling 
admission applications. 

 Complete the CSS/
Financial Aid PROFILE if it 
is required by any of your 
selected schools. 

 Register for any tests that 
are required or 
recommended by the 
colleges on your list, such 
as SAT or ACT Tests.  

 Take any necessary tests 
and have your score 
reports sent to colleges.  

To stay updated on college information, SAT/ACT test 
dates, CSU/UC application workshops, scholarship 
information, FAFSA Workshops, informational 
workshops, senior trip information, and other pertinent 
activities, please like the Hughson High Facebook 
page. Seniors should also ask to join the HHS Class of 
2015 page. For more information, contact Mrs. Moring 
or Ms. Garcia.  

CSU/UC Application Workshops  

For seniors who are 
planning on attending a 
CSU or a UC, several 
workshops designed to 
assist students through the 
application process are 
available. Seniors can sign-
up for the CSU/UC 
Application Workshop in 
the library. The workshop 
dates are as follows:  
 Thursday, Oct. 9th 

 Thursday, Oct. 16th 

 Thursday, Oct. 23rd 

 Thursday, Oct. 30th 

 Tuesday, Nov. 4th 

 Thursday, Nov. 13th 

 Monday, Nov. 17th 

 Wednesday, Nov. 19th 

 Friday, Nov. 21st 
 

 
 

At the workshop, students 
need to bring their social 
security number (if 
applicable), test scores 
(SAT, ACT, and/or AP), 
and the application fee of 
$55 for each CSU and $70 
for each UC (credit card, 
check, or fee waiver). For a 
fee waiver, students must 
bring their estimated 2013 
total family income. 
Transcripts with course title 
and grades will be given to 
seniors at the workshop. 
For questions, please see 
Mrs. Moring or Ms. Garcia 
in the 
office.    

Senior Timeline for  

October 

College & Career 
Information Night 

HHS  

Updates 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 



     2014-2015 SCHOLARSHIP WATCH   

ORGANIZATION CRITERIA FUNDS DEADLINE DATE 

HORATIO ALGER 
DISTINGUISHED 
AMERICANS INC. 

Senior exhibiting financial need, involved in co-curricular & community 

service activities, 2.0 GPA, US citizen. Apply online at 

www.horatioalger.org/scholarships  

Various Due October 25, 

2014  

JACK KENT COOKE 
FOUNDATION COLLEGE 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

Senior who intends to enroll in an accredited four-year college beginning 

in fall 2015, have an unweighted GPA of 3.5 or above, received 

standardized test scores in the top 15%: SAT combined critical reading and 

math score of 1200 or above and/or ACT composite score of 26 or above, 

and demonstrates significant unmet financial need are eligible to apply. We 

will consider applicants with family income up to $95,000. However, we 

anticipate that a majority of scholarship recipients will be eligible to 

receive a Pell grant. Apply online at http://www.jkcf.org/scholarship-

programs/college-scholarship/ 

Up to $40,000 per 
year to attend a four-
year accredited 
undergraduate 
school 

Due Early 

November 2014  

PRUDENTIAL SPIRIT OF 
COMMUNITY AWARD 

A middle level or high school student who’s making a difference through 

volunteering. Apply online at http://spirit.prudential.com 

One high school 

applicant from each 

state receives an 

award of $1,000, a 

silver medallion, and 

an all-expense-paid 

trip with a parent to 

D.C. Runners-up 

receive a bronze 

medallion, and other 

state-level winners 

will receive 

Certificates of 

Excellence. 

November 4, 2014  

THE SMITTCAMP FAMILY 
HONORS COLLEGE 

PRESIDENTS HONOR’S 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Must apply to CSU Fresno, 3.8 GPA, combined SAT of 1800 or ACT of 

27, Ranked top 10 of graduating class. Find application at 

www.fresnostate.edu/academics/honors/ or in the office. 

TBA Due Dec. 11, 2014  

CAC EDUCATIONAL 
SCHOLARSHIP 
FOUNDATION 

Senior who is in this state legally and will attend college full time at an 

accredited public or private college, university, or trade school. 

Apply online at www.cacesf.org or pick up application in the office.  

 

First Place=$2,500 
Second Place=$2,000 
Third Place=$1,500 

Due January 5, 

2015  

THE GATES MILLENNIUM 
SCHOLARS PROGRAM 

Program selects 1,000 talented students each year to receive a good-

through-graduation scholarship to use at any college or university of their 

choice. Apply online at http://www.gmsp.org/ 

Support for the cost 

of education by 

covering unmet need 

and self-help aid. 

Due January 14, 

2015  

NAVAL RESERVE 
OFFICERS TRAINING 

CORPS 

To apply you must be a U.S. citizen, at least 17 years old, complete high 

school certificate, receive an ACT score of at least 21 in Math and 22 in 

English or an SAT score of 520 in Math and 530 in Critical Reading, and 

apply for NAVY or NURSE CORPS. For more information or to Apply 

at https://www.nrotc.navy.mil/  

TBA Due January 14, 

2015  

CABRILLO CIVIC CLUB OF 
CALIFORNIA 

SCHOLARSHIP 

Criteria: Portuguese descent, 3.50 GPA participated in 3 extracurricular 

activities. Submit application with transcript and three letters of 

recommendation. Apply online at www.cabrillocivicclubs.org 

$500 March 15, 2015 

(postmarked)  

JOHN L. HOLLIS 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Senior who will be attending college for an area of public service (i.e. 

teaching, law enforcement, fire safety, nursing, social work, political 

science), 3.0 GPA or higher and participates in church & community 

service. Pick up application information in the office. 

$500 Due March 15, 

2015  

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC 
CAMPUS MINISTRY 

Must be attending CSU Stanislaus in Fall 2014. Pick up application 

information in the office.  

$500 Due: March 17, 

2015  

http://www.horatioalger.org/scholarships
http://www.jkcf.org/scholarship-programs/college-scholarship/
http://www.jkcf.org/scholarship-programs/college-scholarship/
http://spirit.prudential.com
http://www.fresnostate.edu/academics/honors/
http://www.cacesf.org
http://www.gmsp.org/
https://www.nrotc.navy.mil/
http://www.cabrillocivicclubs.org


 

     2014-2015 SCHOLARSHIP WATCH   

ORGANIZATION CRITERIA FUNDS DEADLINE DATE 

JOHN GAULT MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Senior boy athlete involved in either baseball, football, basketball, or track 

at varsity level, 2.0 GPA, planning to attend a university or junior college. 

Applications can be picked up in the school office.  

$200 Due April 1, 2015 

AMERICAN LEGION 
LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP 

Child of a military personnel who has died while on active duty on or after 

September 11, 2001. Must be a high school senior. Apply online at 

www.legion.org/needalift  

Various Due April 15, 

2015  

JOHN AMADOR MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Senior who participated in football all 4 years of high school, accepted to a 

junior college, university or technical school. Application in the office. 

TBA Due May 1, 2015  

HILMAR CHEESE COMPANY 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Applicant must be a graduating high school senior and must be interested 

in pursuing an agriculture major. Apply online at http://
www.hilmarcheese.com/About_Us/Community_Responsibility/ 

TBA Due May 1, 2015  

RE AND PHOEBE CAMAGNA 
AND FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP 

Applicant must have attended Hughson High School for the last two years 

and must be a senior with plans of continuing education. Student GPA 

must be 3.0 or higher and must be a US citizen. Application in the office.  

$500 Due May 1, 2015  

JOHN W. BECK MEMORIAL 
ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIP 

Senior boy or girl with a C or better average, good citizenship, involved in 

athletics. Application can be picked up in the office 

$50 Due May 5, 2015  

MARJORIE TALLMON 
BROOKS MEMORIAL 

SCHOLARSHIP 

The student must be a graduating senior from Hughson High School and 

involved in continuing education beyond high school in a related subject. 

The student must have a record of participating in activities for the welfare 

of the community. Applications can be picked up in the office.  

TBA Due May 15, 2015 

BIG SUN SCHOLARSHIP All student athletes are eligible regardless of the sport they are engaged in. 

The student must be a high school senior. Apply online at 

www.bigsunathletics.com 

$500 Due June 19, 

2015  

HISPANIC SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND 

Multiple scholarships available on this website; dates vary by scholarship. 

Apply at www.hsf.net 

Various Various 

ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATORS ACSCA 

REGION VII 

See website for multiple scholarships: http://www.acsaregion7.net/

recognitions 

Various Various 

SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH 
SITES 

www.fastweb.com  

www.fastaid.com 

www.collegeboard.com 

www.collegeanswer.com 

www.scholarships.com 

www.finaid.org 

www.studentscholarships.org 

http://www.collegegreenlight.com/  

www.scholarshipexperts.com 

www.csac.ca.gov 

www.collegescholarships.org 

www.ed.gov 

www.nerdwallet.com (customizable)  

www.tuitionfundingsources.com/ 

http://mycollegedollars.hyfnrsx1.com 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search 

 

Various Various 

http://www.legion.org/needalift
http://www.hilmarcheese.com/About_Us/Community_Responsibility/
http://www.hilmarcheese.com/About_Us/Community_Responsibility/
http://www.bigsunathletics.com
http://www.hsf.net
http://www.acsaregion7.net/recognitions
http://www.acsaregion7.net/recognitions
http://www.fastweb.com
http://www.fastaid.com
http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.collegeanswer.com
http://www.scholarships.com
http://www.finaid.org
http://www.studentscholarships.org
http://www.collegegreenlight.com/
http://www.scholarshipexperts.com
http://www.csac.ca.gov
http://www.collegescholarships.org
http://www.ed.gov
http://www.nerdwallet.com
http://%0dwww.tuitionfundingsources.com/
http://%0dwww.tuitionfundingsources.com/
http://mycollegedollars.hyfnrsx1.com
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
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HUGHSON UNIFIED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Rick Applegate 
President 

Jim Hudelson 
Clerk 

Cindy Cunningham-Gipp 
Member 

Mark Harman 
Member 

Randall Heckman 
Member 

Mark Borges 
Student Member 

Brian Beck 
Superintendent 
 

VISION 
STATEMENT 

High expectations 
maximizing individual 
achievement for all. 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 

Hughson Schools are 
committed to providing 
rigorous standards based 
programs in a safe and 
supportive environment. 
All students will be 
prepared to be productive 
and socially responsible 
community members. 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

October 14 
Regular Board Mtg. 
6:30 PM 
October 28 
Special Board Mtg. 
(tentative)  5:30 PM 

 

STUDENT BOARD MEMBER SWORN IN  
Congratulations to Mark Borges, who was sworn in by 
Board President Rick Applegate as a student board member 
for the 2014-15 school year. Mark is a junior at Hughson 
High School and is very active in the FFA, Relay for Life, 
student government, and cross country. The student board 
member represents all students in the district and provides a 
report at the monthly board meetings about student 
activities occurring at the school sites.  

BOARD ACTION ITEMS 
• Approved minutes of August, 12, 

2014, Regular Board Meeting. 
• Ratified contract with Supplemental 

Health Care for LVN services. 
• Ratified Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) with Ceres 
Unified School District for 
transportation services. 

• Ratified Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with Keyes 
Union School District for 
transportation services. 

• Ratified Ag Career Technical 
Education Incentive Grant. 

• Approved updated Student Wellness 
Plan. 

• Approved Board Resolution No. 
14/14:03 Board Compensation for 
Missed Meetings. 

• Approved August warrant list. 
• Adopted Board Resolution No. 

14/15:06 Regarding the Gann Limit 
Appropriation Limits. 

• Approved 2013-14 Unaudited 
Actuals. 

• Ratified employment of Jasmin Nuno 
for short term student transport 
position. 

• Ratified employment of Gina 
Mroczka as paraeducator at FES. 
 

 
• Ratified employment of Tiffany Kier 

as paraeducator at HES. 
• Ratified employment of Melissa 

Delgadillo as custodian. 
• Accepted letter of resignation from 

Jovita Gutierrez, para educator at 
FES. 

• Accepted letter of resignation from 
Summer Baca, para educator at 
VCDS. 

• Accepted letter of resignation from 
Chad Robinson, yard duty at HES. 

• Ratified additional position for 
Ashley Murillo as bilingual 
paraeducator at FES. 

• Ratified employment of Chad 
Robinson as custodian. 

• Ratified additional position for John 
Lundell as yard duty at HES. 

• Ratified employment of Catherine 
Birdsong as cafeteria monitor at 
HES. 

• Ratified/approve additional 2014-15 
coaching personnel: Paul Michaelis, 
head tennis coach; Elizabeth Patel, 
assistant women’s golf coach; 
Danny Wood, Assistant volleyball 
coach; Joe Bonnit, assistant football 
coach; Luis Armando Santiesteban, 
assistant cross country coach and 
Stefanie Sanchez, assistant soccer 
coach at RMS. 

 

http://www.hughson.k12.ca.us/


PARENTAL AWARENESS FOR THE WELFARE OF STUDENTS 

In an effort to communicate with parents and students about academic progress, the district uses the AERIES  

Parent Portal. The Parent Portal will enable parents and students to view grades, attendance, homework and up-

coming assignments, and demographic information. To access the portal, parents need an email address, a person-

al verification code, and a password to set up the account.  Please follow these steps to setup your account:  

1. Go the Hughson High School webpage. 

2. Click on the parent portal icon. 

3. You should have a blue box that asks for your email and password….Do not enter anything there the first 

time you connect. Click on “create new account”.  

4. Do as instructed on step #2 “account info.” 

5. There will be a verification email sent to you from parent portal. Open that to let your computer know that 

this is a “safe” connection. If for some reason you do not receive the email, check your “junk mail” or 

“spam file” and click on the email.  

6. Once you have established your connection, you should be able to access the portal in the future by simply 

going to the blue box and entering your email address and the password that you have created. 

 

The most common misunderstanding is the initial access, when it asks for the password, it does not mean the stu-

dent ID “passcode.” You should only have to enter the “passcode” when you create your account, and you will 

not need it after that unless you wish to add other email accounts to your student. It is important for parents and 

students to recognize that grading assignments take a certain amount of time; therefore, please allow one week for 

general assignments, two to three weeks for tests and quizzes, and two to three weeks for essays and projects.  

AERIES Parent Portal 


	Board Highlights 9-9-14.pdf
	For the meeting of September 9, 2014

	Board Highlights 9-9-14.pdf
	For the meeting of September 9, 2014


